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Sir: 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner disregard the Provisional Election Of 
Species filed on February 14, 2002, Applicants hereby provisionally elect (a) the peptide 
AIFQSSMTK (SEQ ID NO: 14442), and (b) the composition containing a T helper epitope. In 
view of this provisional election, new independent claim 108, and dependent claims 90-95, 
109-146, 129-134, 165-170, 203-208, 235-240, and 260-265, added in the Third Preliminary 
Amendment filed February 14, 2002, read on the provisionally elected species, and claim 108 
is generic. This election is made without prejudice to or disclaimer of the other claims or 
inventions disclosed. 

Applicants assert the right to claim additional species in the event that generic claims 
thereto are found to be allowable in accordance with 37 C.F.R, § 1.141(a). This election is 
made without traverse. Consideration and allowance of all pending claims are respectfully 
requested. 

Interview 

Applicants thank Examiners Schwadron and DiBrino for the courteous and helpful 
interview extended to Bob Chesnut, Alex Alessandro, and Grace Doh, all of Epimmune, and 
Applicants' representatives Eric Steffe and Helene Carlson on January 10, 2002. 

As discussed during the interview, Applicants have organized the independent claims 
to include peptides having the same priority dates, to aid in examination. Thus, although the 
Amendment submitted herewith contains several independent claims, Applicants respectfully 
request examination of a reasonable number of peptides, notwithstanding the fact that they are 
recited in six independent claims (claims 71, 108, 147, 183, 215, and 241). 



Applicants also provide in the attached Table, a list of each peptide recited in the 
independent claims, the location in and identity of the HIV antigen where the peptide is found. 
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and the filing date and serial number of the application in which the peptide was first disclosed 
by Applicants. 

It is believed that extensions of time are not required, beyond those that may otherwise 
be provided for in accompanying documents. However, in the event that additional extensions 
of time are necessary to prevent abandonment of this application, then such extensions of time 
are hereby petitioned under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a), and any fees required therefor are hereby 
authorized to be charged to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. A duplicate copy is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 



Helene C. Carlson 
Agent for Applicants 
Registration No. 41,4^^ 

Date: 2-1 ^^/o^ 

1100 New York Avenue, N.W. 

Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
(202) 371-2600 
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Table 2 - Peptides (Updated) 



SEO ID NO (claim) 


Antieen 


Priority Date 


Prioritv Appl. No. 


14422 (71) 


HIV gag 386 


3/5/93 


08/027,146 


14457 (108) 


HIV pol 684 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14458 (147) 


HTV gag317 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14459 (108) 


HIV pol 368 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14460 (108) 


HIV pol 295 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14461 (108) 


mV pol 533 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14463 (108) 


HTV pol 530 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14466 (147) 


HIV env 671 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14439 (108) 


HIV pol 722 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14440 (108) 


HIV pol 971 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14441 (108) 


HIV pol 353 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14442 (108) 


HIV pol 347 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14445 (147) 


mV env 47 


8/6/93 


08/103,396 


14438 (108) 


HIV pol 929 


8/9/93 


08/103,396 


14446 (183) 


HIV nef 100 


11/29/93 


08/159,339 


14432 (241) 


HTV env 134 


3/4/94 


08/205,713 


14293 (215 


HTV env 814 


3/4/94 


08/205,713 
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TECH CENTER 160012900 



Re- U.S. Utility Patent Application 

Appl. No. 09/412,863; Filed: October 5, 1999 

For Inducing Cellular Immune Responses To Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus-1 Using Peptide And Nucleic Acid Compositions 

Inventors: SBTTEetal. 

OurRef: 2060.0040005/EKS/HCC 

Art Unit: 1644 



Sir: 

Transmitted herewith for appropriate action are the following documents: 

1. Supplemental Provisional Election of Species with attached Table; and 

2. One return postcard. 

It is respectfully requested that the attached postcard be stamped with the date of filing of 
these documents and thath be returned to our courier. In the event that extensions of time are 
ilTcess^ to p^^^^^^^^ abandonment of this patent application, then such extensions of time are 
hereby petitioned. 



Steme, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox puc 
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The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency, 
or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 

Helene C. Carlson 
Agent for Applicants 
Registration No. 47,473 
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